
Urban Animal February 15, 2006 • 30

Pet
“Checkers” (2004), 20 x 20 inches, Acrylic on Canvas (above)
By Aimée Rolin Hoover

When I was a struggling artist years ago, I asked an older friend if he would
prepare my income taxes in exchange for a painting of his two dogs. He was
nice enough to say yes. When he saw the painting, he became overwhelmed
and actually cried. It was enormous validation as an artist. Because I loved ani-
mals I thought, what if I could do this for a living? So I gave it a shot. My
style is realistic with an edge and I use acrylics on canvas. I take great care
with each portrait to honor that animal's individuality.

Aimée Rolin Hoover
Pet Portraits by Aimée
aimee@aimeehoover.com; www.aimeehoover.com

“Mabel”, 16 x 20 inches, Oil on Canvas (above)
By Jessica Whiteside

Jessica has exhibited her work in various cafes, salons, and galleries around
San Francisco since 2001, and continues to peruse her dreams of being a suc-
cessful Fine Artist and Children's book Illustrator. Being an active member of
the San Francisco art community is a very important part of her life, and she
actively seeks out organizations and artists to help promote the arts. She is cur-
rently a member of the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, and is currently
working as a volunteer in the galleries of The Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.
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Because we avidly read overseas upmarket pet magazines--Modern Dog,
Bark, New York Dog, Animal Fair, Urban Dog, Hollywood Dog, Bird Talk,
Reptiles, Companion Parrot Quarterly and the like--we are exposed to

quite a few artists and photographers.  Their work runs the range from pastels
and watercolours to wild acrylics, pop-art photo treatments and a variety of
stunning visual treatments of animals.

For this issue, we approached a number of artists and were surprised at the
response--we got more than twice what we could fit and the first article here
was a hard choice.  We intend to follow this up in our next edition with more
imagery and include some of our homegrown artists we've unearthed.
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