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When we started this column in our debut issue, we pointed to an array of great pet magazines online
with the view to spotlighting online pet retailers in this one. We’ll do that at the end of the column so
that you are aware of Australian pet product sites as well as some notable overseas ones where you can
find new and unusual products and perhaps order them through your local retailer from authorized dis-
tributors here.

But in our research, we came across some amazing and amusing sites throughout the world, which offer
a staggering amount of bizarre products and services. Here are a few.

Can you believe that there is a professional association  for ‘Pooper Scoopers’?  Yep, it’s called aPaws—
The Association of Professional Animal Waste Specialists—which has a website at www.apaws.org. It not
only acts as a group with a mission statement to raise the level or awareness in the animal waste indus-
try, it’s got links to ‘pooper scoopers’ in all US states and Canada. Some of them, like my former home-
town Atlanta’s Dirty Work (at www.dirtywork.net), are absolutely hilarious in their marketing. When
‘doody calls’ and you’re ‘too pooped to scoop’ they can make your poo-problem ‘va-poo-rise’!

Their businesses also have comical names as the California membership roll-call shows; Entre-Manure,
DoodyDude, Poop Troop, Hate to Doo!, Call of Doody, Pooper Troopers, Peninsula Poop Patrol, Doo Not!,
and We Do Doo Doo

And while we’re on this delicate subject, I was bemused to find in a lengthy booklet on a major pet food
brand which contained all sorts of scientific information, that they feature a 9 photo chart of a faeces
scoring system which graphically details in full colour the range of dog poo from dry and crumbly white
to watery brown. And to top it off, there’s also a large poster available for pet stores. If you want a peek
at the rather humourous scoring system, just go on the Net to Google.com and enter ‘Faecal Grading
System’ in the search. You’ll come up with a PDF link in living colour!  

There’s nothing more irritating when surfing the net than having your cat try to climb up on the warm
back of your screen. Problem solved with a computer monitor perch for cats to lay on while you type
away. It comes in a variety of fabrics with adjustable feet, washable cover and Velcro fastener which will
hold up to 13 kilos—one size fits all it seems.

www.woodruffforpets.com/monitor-perch.html.

Only in America as they say. For those who suffer separation anxiety when their pet passes away, there’s
always Pet Preservation freeze dry taxidermy for dogs, cats, birds and other pets. As you would expect,
there are photos of preserved pets and heart-tugging stories at www.petpreservations.com with that won-
derful marketing tag line, “Because only a true friend can leave pawprints on the heart.”  

But wait, there’s more.  If you have money to burn, why not take your precious past pet’s DNA and cre-
ate a newer, younger version?  As seen on TV and in the media, Genetic Savings and Clone—again, only
in America folks—has opened their website for those who want to empty their wallets and create cloned
cats now, dogs soon.  If you’re in doubt and just want to save some genetic starter material, they have an
annual storage fee for that in case you decide later to forego the new car and instead have a new cat
made to order as an exact replicate of your former moggie. www.savingsandclone.com  Considering over
4 million animals in the US each year are euthanased, because they are not adopted, this does seem
wasteful on many fronts.

Now from the Only In Japan file.  
If you want to stay in touch with your pet in the here and now, there are two new options on the market.
One is the iSeePet method of communicating with your fur child from your Personal Digital Assistant via
the Internet to their video and audio enabled bowl. See them, call them, feed them—yes you can release a
controlled amount of food to them while you watch—at www.alphaomega.jp/us/iSeePet/product.html

Real time communications with your pet can extend to the wireless world of Pet Cell Phones. You can
get a phone that attaches to your dog, automatically answers for him to hear your commands and can
also be set to autodial you should the pet get lost and someone finds it.
www.petsmobility.com/index3.html  So whether you’re on holiday, at work or on the road, pets can be
contacted with that friendly recognisable voice of their owners.

If you’re taking your pet out on the road, or a bushwalk, fear not; there are plenty of products for
‘Outward Hounds’ ranging from quick-release dog backpacks so they can carry their own gear, a variety
of pet slings or carriers so that you can haul them, as well as portable dog treat bags and pet bowls.
While you’ll find a broad range of these featured in the quarterly travel magazine for dogs and their
travel companions—Fido Friendly at www.fidofriendly.com—you can see a selection of products at Pooch
Canada which you may be able to order locally or, if light enough to ship economically, from over the
pond.  They’re at www.pooch.ca and of particular note is the Pet Lookout Car Booster Seat which attach-
es to the upper part of a car seat so small dogs can watch traffic while you drive instead of being unable
to reach the window.

Now if your pet is mobility impaired, you can always craft your own rolling support device if you are
mechanically adept. But for those who want a high tech custom fitted wheelchair for a disabled pet,
there’s Wheelchairs for Dogs at www.wheelchairsfordogs.com/.  Using lightweight aluminum frames, neo-
prene supports and pneumatic wheels, these are perfect for animals with problems affecting rear legs.

Looking for a uniquely Aussie product? If your pet rodent wears itself out on the treadmill and just needs
a cool place to hang, what better than a Rat and Mouse Hammock. Not only are there chew resistant
models but also rat carriers that hang around the neck as pouches, tube lofts and snuggle sacks. But no
product called RatSak at www.dapper.com.au/hammocks.htm

And finally we leave you with a fabulously funny, English challenged, yet classy site for the ultimate
clothing accessory. Aside from the snappy, custom designed, made-to-measure Kimonos For Dogs, you’ll
find the mutt-tailor’s explanation as follows at  www14.big.or.jp/%7Esee/shop/

KIMONO for the dog which I made is sold. I send the mail of the order confirmation to you after I
accept an order. The formal request amount of money and so on is written there. Payment is PayPal.

That KIMONO is sent from Japanese Tokyo. A story from here is when it is mailed to USA. Other coun-
tries must make contact with me. There is mailing two kinds. One is ordinary mail. It is $3.30 when it is
ordinary mail. Then, it reaches in about 10 days. Insurance doesn't stick to that. Then, a mail chase can't
be done. One more is EMS. The amount of money is $17. It reaches in about 4-7 days. A mail chase can
be done. Let me know which method you mail it in when you order it. My English is strange. Ask me
what it doesn't know. 

Shopping on the Net
Because we’re a bit pet mad and traveled to the US on average three times a year, as well as having Yank
friends who came over here who wouldn’t mind carrying some legal pet products for us, we used to be
big fans of the Internet for ordering pet toys to be delivered to our last hotel stop before exiting America
for hauling back to our birds or dogs. Yes, we did face some amusing times coming through quarantine
with some of the items which were made of wood or appeared odd on the Xray machine, but never had
anything confiscated.

That was in days before importers got hip to the huge range of products that pet lifestyle fans wanted to
acquire here and couldn’t find in most pet stores. While ordering over the Internet can offer a greater
selection of toys and specialty products from overseas, the exchange rate and freight charges as well as
potential import duties and clearances can easily make that impulse purchase an expensive disaster.

With so many of the major distributors in Australia now bringing in a wider range of pet products and
retailers being more amenable to stocking innovative toys, treats and accessories, you can often find
them in your local shop or order via the Internet from an Australian online pet store. Of course the
advantage to using local sources is no hefty freight charges from overseas as well as uniquely Australian
products that you can’t find in foreign pet sites.

Still, it’s great to cruise through some of the massive US sites to find items that you can query local ven-
dors if they can source through their distributors. Here are some just for fun and then some of the better
Australian based web sites we’ve encountered. You can print out product information and take it to a
store or email the page location of the product to an online supplier here and see if they have the identi-
cal item.  

Doctors Foster & Smith may sound like a pair of vets but it’s a huge online pet store that carries a vast
range of products at www.drsfostersmith.com. They don’t ship to foreign addresses so it’s limited to
‘screen shopping’ to compare to local availability. You can find a mind boggling array of products for
dogs, cats, birds, fish, small animals, reptiles and much more.  

Similarly, PetsMart and PetCo are two of America’s largest chains with huge stores similar to a Bunnings
Warehouse for hardware. Their sites at www.petsmart.com and www.petco.com are also fantastic sites to
drool over all manner of pet products. But they do not ship internationally.

Birds Just Wanna Have Fun is an Austin Texas-based home business of Kit Manchester who we’ve vis-
tited on one of our trips for a bird-toy making seminar. Her site is at www.birdsjustwannahavefun.com
and has some great toys that she and her helpers make up such as the Can’t Wait Toy which is our Eccy’s
favourtie pull apart. Kit also sells toy parts including Paulie Rope, cotton rope, marbella beads and other
unusual items to string together. For foraging and enrichment, you can’t beat her selection, but if you
want to get some of the more economical alternatives back here at home, you can find safe wooden parts
at Spotlight and Lincraft stores or other craft shops. You can also get raffia and uncoated straw hats to
shred from these type of craft stores as well as balsa wood pieces which birds love to destroy!

Two other favourites for bird toys are Wranglers Roost at www.wranglersroost.com and Busy Beaks at
www.busybeaks.com which has an excellent selection of parts as well as books, cards and DVDs, one set
of four which is on teaching tricks to your bird.
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